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The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial European search report under Rule 46(1) 
EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the invention first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be 
paid for each of these inventions, within ONE MONTH after notification of this communication. 

If the application has been filed up to 30 June 1999, the search fee in force before 01 July 
1999 (EUR 869,-) or the equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable. 
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC. 

See also OJ EPO 06/1999, 405. 

Moreover, the Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not 
comply with the provisions of the European Patent Convention to such an extent that it is not 
possible to carry out a meaningful search into the state of the art on the basis of some of the 
claims; reference is made to sheet C, which is attached to the search report. 

□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to the 
present communication. 

r-rL Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) 
attached as well. 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on 
the last day of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic 
debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO 02/1999. 
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Application Number 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1-29 

Compounds of the formula II (and the dependent formulae 
thereof), and their pharmaceutical use and compositions 
thereof 



2. Claims: 30-37 

An isolated Ox receptor, an isolated nucleic acid molecule 
that encodes such an Ox receptor, and a recombinant molecule 
comprising such a nucleic acid molecule, together with a 
method of identifying a modulator of Ox receptor activity. 



The claims 1-29 are concerned with compounds of a defined structure which 
have an associated activity, namely an Ox receptor activity, and attempt 
to provide a solution to the problem of providing novel compounds with 
this activity. The "special technical feature" of this invention is the 
formula II (and the dependent formulae) 

Claims 30-35 are concerned with an Ox receptor per se (albeit without any 
defining features), a nucleic acid molecule that encodes this Ox receptor, 
and a recombinant molecule comprising such a nucleic acid molecule. The 
receptor bears no technical relationship to the structure of the 
compounds, and provides a solution to the problem of isolating the 
specific receptor associated with an activity. There is no single general 
inventive concept linking this subject matter with that of claims 1-29, 
and consequently there is a lack of unity a priori. 

Claims 36-37 define a method for identifying a modulator of Ox receptor 
activity, the modulator being undefined, and unrelated to the compounds 
of claim 1-29, thus not sharing the special technical feature of claims 
1-29 and lacking unity a priori with these claims. 

The application has been divided into the above (groups of) inventions 
which individually are considered to meet the requirement of unity. If 
additional fees are paid for (one or more of) the, as yet, unsearched 
invention(s), the subsequent search(es) might reveal prior art which 
leads to a finding of lack of unity a posteriori within (one or more of) 
the, as yet, unsearched invention(s). Should this be the case, as a rule, 
no further invitation to pay additional fees will be issued. Only the 
first identified invention in each group of inventions, for which 
additional search fees have been paid in due time and which subsequently 
is considered to lack unity, will be searched. 
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Present claims 1-20 relate to a compound defined by reference to a 
desirable characteristic or property, namely that it have a selectivity 
for an Ox receptor over one or both of the alpha-2 or I2-receptors of 
greater than l.The claims cover all products having this characteristic 
or property, whereas the application provides support within the meaning 
of Article 84 EPC and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 83 EPC 
for only a very limited number of such products. In the present case, the 
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a 
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. 
Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 
84 EPC). An attempt is made to define the product by reference to a 
result to be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is 
such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed 
scope impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those 
parts of the claims which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, 
namely those parts relating to the compounds of claims 8-16, independent 
of their functional definition given in claim 1. 
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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
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This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of 14 sheet(s). 
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Authorized Officer ^ 
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INTERNATIONAL PREL^^T ARY EXAMINATION REPORT ^Enternational application No. 

PCT/AU 98/00919 



Basis of the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed. 

1~X~1 the description, pages 1-3, 6-48 , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages 4,5 , filed with the letter of 22 October 1999 



X I the claims, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
pages , filed with the demand, 

pages 49-50, 52-54, 56-57 and 60 , filed with the letter of 10 September 1999 
pages 51, 55, 58 and 59, filed with the letter of 22 October 1999. 

| | the drawings, pages , as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 
pages , filed with the letter of 
| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed with the demand 
pages , filed with the letter of 

With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
Thes e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 

| [ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

[ | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, was on the basis of 
the sequence listing: 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

4. Q^] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos; 

| | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5 \^\ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 

to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2 (c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 

report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELjJ^ARY EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. 
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III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

1 . The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be nonobvious), or to 

be industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 



| | the entire international application, 
[x] claims Nos.: 1-44 in part 



because: 



| | the said international application, or the said claims Nos. relate to the following subject matter which does not 
require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



| | the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. are so unclear 
that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



[ | the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported by the description that no meaningful opinion 
could be formed. 



X 



no international search report has been established for said claim Nos. 1-10 (report based on search on 
"Oxazoline receptor" and "Rilmenide receptor" as no sequence or structure given); Claims nos. 11- 
44(report based on search of examples). 

A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or 
amino acid sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

| | the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

| | the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-44 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-44 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (I A) Claims 1-44 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

1. Chemical Abstracts, vol. 126, Abs. No.28014 

2. Chemical Abstracts, vol. 1 15, Abs. No. 174324 

3. Chemical Abstracts, vol. 109, Abs. No. 2427 

4. Chemical Abstracts, vol. 94, Abs. No. 30739 

5. Chemical Abstracts, vol. 95, Abs. No. 12764 

6. Chemical Abstracts, vol. 88, Abs. No. 136337 

7. Chemical Abstracts, vol. 88, Abs. No. 121228 

8. Chemical Abstracts, vol. 85, Abs. No. 561 1 

9. US 3988464 

10. US 5034406 

11. US 3598833 

12. US 4102890 

13. US 4378366 

14. AU 75331/94 

15. US 4267345 

1 6. European Journal of Pharmacology 

17. Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences 

NOVELTY CN) and INVENTIVE STEPfS) 

1 . None of documents 1-17 disclose an oxazoline receptor or compounds of formula I as modulators of Ox receptor 
activity. 

Therefore claims 1-10 are considered novel and inventive. 

2. None of documents 1-17 disclose the compounds of formula II as per claims 1 1-36 or their use as per claims 37-44. 

Further, the present compounds of formulas I and II are said to have the inherent property of having a selectivity for an 
Ox receptor, over one or both of the a 2 Ii- and I 2 -receptors, of greater than 1 . There is no disclosure in any of documents 
1-17 that the compounds of the present invention would have this inherent property or that they would bind to or be an 
agonist/antagonist for an Ox receptor. 

Thus claims 1 1-44 are novel and inventive in light of documents 1-17. 
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